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Queensland Super Sprint
State Championship 2008

18th. & 19th October by: Jason Patullo

As | sat in the pit garage watching Geoff under his car for the second
time in two days | decided to start writing the article for next month’s
magazine as Geoff had told me on Saturday morning that the deadline for

our article was on Monday.

What an action packed weekend. It all started during Friday’s practice,
which had been split between the two different track configurations we
were going to run on the weekend. It was going quite well until Geoff felt
an unwelcome vibration from the rear of the car coming onto the main
strait.  After some investigation into the problem we discovered the tripod
joint on the right hand side of the car had given up. Geoff eventually found
the part he needed after he rang a bloke he knew who rang a bloke he

knew.

Road trip time. We all piled into the car, Geoff, Maree and myself (the
only LCQ attendees at the meet) and left Warwick at about 5:30pm Friday
afternoon, destination a suburb next to Logan. After some backtracking
due to failure to read the street directory properly by yours truly, we found
the unknown man'’s house and the part was left in a plastic bag next to
the letter box just as he had promised. Time to head back to Warwick and
fit the part but not before passing by Geoff's to pick up some grease and
some more tools. We arrived back in Warwick at about 10:30pm and had
the new joint fitted by 12:15am. What a long day.

Saturday went well considering the effort from the day before and lack
of sleep. Geoff put down some solid times during the day with his best
time a 3:26:94 and | set my quickest time on my last run of the day with a

3:40:18 which was a personal best.

Sunday did not go to plan. We were on the short track so | was
looking forward to setting another PB. On the first run of the morning
Geoff snapped his drive shaft on the start line so he was now out for the

weekend. We ended up completing 4 runs with my best time a 2:46:67

11 e
Class winner

which was another PB. My last run was a shocker with an exhaust

issue raising its ugly head on the warm up lap. | was down on power but
stayed out and had a bit of fun. Don't really know what happened with
the exhaust yet, but it was bloody loud on the way home. Thanks to noise

cancelling headphones and my iPod only the cars | passed could hear it.

With Geoff out, and three other cars from our class retired or not
showing up | was left to fight it out with two MX5's. It basically got to

the last man standing went home with the spoils. Not the way you plan

to come first in class but to finish first, first you have to finish.
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2004 MoPro series cars, so hopefully they will also join us and help to

swell the numbers for competition and runs next year.

After the prize giving where every competitor received a handsome
plaque with their results for the year engraved on it, everyone drifted
down to the Lotus Marquee for some cold refreshment, nibbles, and a

chat before going home. Main items of discussion were as follows

1) Amazement at the number of problems encountered during the

weekend — of the 10 Lotus Club entries, 6 had fairly major problems.

2

It was obvious that the fearlessness of youth was largely an

; [;"U,IU_;‘S‘, A advantage over the guile and experience of old age (except for

; . . Geoff!). A new handicap system is therefore being devised i
having missed the previous round two months ago due to the birth of his ) D g Seiaen

) ) . . reparation for next year, and will be the subject of a separate article
new baby, it was obvious that it must have been this that was the secret PIEp # J P
. . in due course, once a foolproof (but essentially fair] system has been
to his success [excess Testosterone?). At least we should be safe until at g y fair) sy

) worked out that will ensure that the more senior representatives can
least the third round next year before Jason can repeat the performance

. always win!
again!!

3

. , The ways of increasing competitor numbers at the series next year.
While John Flynn's clutch problems appeared to be resolved, John b g P Y
L L . Apart from actively trying to get more current Lotus owners to join
Barram had called it quits in his efforts to mobilize his immobilizer, {10 P Sl S0 !
' . . ) . in, the idea of finding a way to make a series entry under "A.N.
entered, 2 down) and his car became the 3rd Elise to use Clive's trailer, 9 ¥ y
e o . : Other” so that latecomers to the series could be accommodated was
this time to take it back to Brisbane at the end of the weekend. So now

you understand how prophetic it was that the first time we have really discussed.

had any really major issues with the cars in some 3 years of competing Overall, despite the car problems, it was the usual excellent weekend

in this series, we fortunately had trailers available to recover all the cars of racing, with great weather, close competition, and great social

throughout the weekend. Mick had also called it quits with his Mazda camaraderie. Thanks to everyone who competed during the vear, and we

{“Pssst, | know where there is a cheap Elise, Mick”], so it was now back look forward to seeing everyone (plus some more) at the series next year.

to10 entered 3 down! And if, at the end of that weekend, anyone thinks that the old L.O.T.U.S.
Clive very kindly shared his car with John on the last two runs, which acronym really might be true, let me just say this — It never entered our

will probably see John having to spend some SERIOUS money on his car heads once!!

now he has “tasted” good brakes / tyres / exhausts / airboxes!!!

For the last run, PJ (another known-but-never-met Honda Elise owner RESULTS
from Byron Bay) arrived to meet everyone, and also a new Exige S owner :
/ V) ¥ 9 Driver : Manual Digital Fastest

from Toowoomba came over to say g'day (Andrew, who shares his car | B
Timing Timing Lap

with Geoff Somerville), and they are both interested in competition / Club
Geoff Noble Elise S2 Honda 2.41.68 2.41.023 39.176

membership in the future. And whilst at QR picking up his new front tyres,
Giles also met someone from Brisbane who has just purchased one of the Jason Patullo Elise §2 2.48.83 2.48.189 41.081
Mick Callum Mazda MXS T  2.50.77 2.49.83 41.16

Garry Pitt Elise §2 2:51,92 251.105  41.702
Giles Cooper Elise S1 2.54.08 2.53.057 42.078

Clive Wade Elise S§1 2.55.72 2.54.616 42.377

John Flynn Elise S1 2.56.02 2.68.232 43.437

Greg Bray Elise S1 2.58.55 2.58.357 43.425
John Barram Elise S1 3.00.87 3.00.158 43.589

Mike Goodfelfow Elise S3 3,17.62 3.17.302 48.214
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