Lifeline to Lotus 11 replica Greg, Maggie, Graham & John

DRIVER TYPE

Peter Boel Lotus 41

Greg Bray Europa

Graham Vaughan  Lotus 11

Geoff Noble Lotus Elise
Clive Wade Lotus Elise
Mike Goodfellow  Lotus Elise
John Flynn Lotus Elise
Gary Pitt Lotus Elise

Jason Patullo Lotus Elise

Scrutineering On the grid
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March 15th

by Geoff Noble
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Three of our number headed off to Mt Cotton for
round 1 of the Tighe Hillclimb Series which is held on
the challenging layout owned and operated by the MG
car club. Stalwart hillclimber, Giles Cooper, was accompanied by Ron
Prefontaine and yours truly, all in Elises and all in the 1601 - 2000cc

Marque Sports Car Class.

The venue was in tip top condition and is constantly maintained by
the MG club crew - it's a real credit to them. After the formalities of
scrutineering and briefings, competition was under way on time at
8.30am. If you don't count the 2 runs | did there (with standard Elise) in
2006 as part of the Dutton Rally, it's been 27 years since | had a run at Mt
Cotton. Giles had decided that my breaking of the class record was a ‘fait

accompli’ and immediately went into ‘coach mode’, explaining that if it

Bill Normans GEK
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was broken a little at a time, bonus points were to be had!

The first run was a ‘sighter’ for all competitors, as the track surface was
still cool and the rain earlier in the week had washed away any rubber.
After the wide open spaces of Morgan Park, | found Mt Cotton to be quite
confronting and | also had Mal Kelson's words of advice to ‘watch out for
Lover’s Leap’ ringing in my ears, so banked a pretty conservative time, as
did the other boys. With an hour and half between runs, and a bit of sun on

the track, the times started to tumble and it was time to let rip!

If you are familiar with the Mt Cotton layout, you'll know that the pits
are below the finish line. Giles and | had just completed our second runs
when the sound of tortured tyres and the vehicle on the edge of control
came from above. We waited for the bang, but it didn't come. Instead, a

few seconds later, Ron emerged down the pit access road, a little pale, but

Lotus pits



grinning from ear to ear. “Someone told me to hold it flat across the finish
line, so | did!” After a little counselling from Giles and myself, Ron kept
it tidy for the rest of the day, but | note that he actually went slower, so

maybe the advice he was given earlier was correct!

The pits at a hillclimb are always a visual feast as some of the pics
show. You can always rely on hillclimbers to come up with some of the
wackiest looking, yet very effective vehicles that you won't see at any
other events. Take a look at Paul van Wijk’s overgrown Kart with dual rear
wheels and a stick across the front which reminds the driver just how
wide the rear of the vehicle is! Then there's Bill Norman's fabric bodied
GEK. You will also see some fabulous pieces of engineering and very pretty

cars like Rod Johns" motorcycle engined Hawk which took out FTD.

Anyway, back to the action. Our boys managed a 1-2-3 in class, leaving
a gaggle of MG's in our wake. Giles' prediction came true and | did break
the class record! Ron had another good day in only his second competitive
outing in his car and is getting quite serious about it, having been bitten by
the ‘upgradeitus’ bug and purchasing some ‘go fast’ bits from England and

a quad throttle body setup off Giles.

Next round is on May 17th, so if you're keen, try to get an entry in - it's

a lot of fun!

Times: Geoff 4559, Giles 49.48, Ron 50.62

Geoff getting his trophy
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Mt Cotton pits
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An enthusiastic group meet up
at 2.30pm at Brishane's glitter strip Park Rd for a
caffeine fix before the run. The groups cars included 4 Elises, 3 Seven's,
an Elan, an Esprit, a MX5 and a Honda S2000, a total of 11 cars. The
members in open cars were a little apprehensive as the forecast was for

rain and there was a lot of black cloud around.

We headed off a little after 3.00pm (Lotus time) to Mt Cootha to check
out the planned course for the Cootha Classic in May 2009. A quick drive
around the course then up and around the mountain and down the other
side and on through Ashgrove, The Gap and Ferny Grove for a regrouping
stop. A great start with the sounds of the various cars reverberating

around us as we weaved our way around the mountain.

As we regrouped we heard new secretary Shane Murphy's was out
as the rear suspension “A” frame on his Lotus 7 had broken and he had
headed home. Fortunately Shane was able to nurse the car home, a good
result to a sad event. Andrew Jones in his Seven also headed off at this

stage as he had other commitment.

Down to 9 cars we headed off through some interesting roads and
terrain of the rural northern outskirts of Brisbane, Ferny Hills, Bunya,
Draper, Samford Valley and Cashmere for a brief stretch the legs stop on
the side of Lake Samsonvale. Good to see there was more water in the

lake than last year.

The weather was holding, it was a lovely sunny Queensland day and
great for open top motoring through the lush green countryside, great to
see after last year when it was so dry and brown!. The biggest problem
was the bright sun in your eyes as you came to the top of the hills and
ridges along the way. Maybe someone will fit a sun visor to a Seven

someday!!!

The remainder of the run was on through Joyner, Kurwongbah across
to Narangba, Kippa-Ring and Scarborough for a sedate drive down the
coast though Redcliffe, Margate and Woody Point. Lots of roundabouts
and traffic chicanes along the way for interesting driving and pedestrian
interest as we passed by. Finally over the Hornibrook bridge and on to our

destination at Doug's Seafood Sandgate.

After deposited the Seven at home Shane, Jenny and the dog Nip
ventured over to Doug's to meet for Fish and Chips. Patrick had arrived a
little ahead of us to meet up with his wife who had been trying to keep
their two children amused for the best part of an hour. Not sure where
Patrick learned to park, suffice to say Patrick parks like he drives - with the

tail hanging out!

All in all the weather held out, it was a beautiful day and the run was
a lot of fun. The fish and chips were of the usual high standard, good
company and refreshments on the beach overlooking Moreton Bay; life is

good in the Sunshine State.
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Sat 14th Mar 2009 by Daryl Wilson

Cameron and Elise

Regroup point





